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<font size=3>Re: Mixed feelings on "Donor Unknown"</font><br/><font size=-3>Posted by arco
- 2011/11/08 12:23</font><br/><font
size=-3>_____________________________________</font><br/><font size=-1><br/>A great
documentary that made me think about the make-up of the modern American family. I can't help
to think that even though father Jeffrey, his offspring, and their families would be considered
"non-traditional" by even liberal standards of family, they face the same problems and feelings
that all families do: secrecy, love, lack of trust, being too judgemental, friendship, regrets... <br/>
<br/>The ethical issues raised in this film are obvious. I'm sure there is a great sense of
togetherness and closure that the siblings gained from meeting Jeffrey, but it seemed that the
daughter from Maryland had a deeper need to see her surrogate father. Could it be because
she was one of the youngest and farthest away? One of the other older girls didn't seem to sad
to part Jeffrey because she said only "lived two hours" away in California and she had seen him
before. Does locality and age slowly kill the need to be near a long lost relative? I'm sure it can
in traditional families just as easily in one that started in a SoCal sperm bank. <br/>
<br/>Nothing against Jeffrey, but one wonders how many young people in their early twenties
are walking the streets with half of his gene pool. Then again, one wonders how many test tube
babies are walking the streets from any donor. It's got to be in the millions by now. The first
test-tube baby, who was conceived in virto fertilization around 1980 in England, recently
celebrated her 30th birthday. Imagine how many donors of both egg and sperm have set their
DNA loose in the past 30 years. And this is a world-wide phenomonen. <br/> <br/>I guess in the
end, the only people who don't directly have to deal with the ethical implications is the $4 billion
gamete industry. I'm sure they would argue with that, but hey, once the donor signs the
agreement, does his or her duty into a plastic cup and the check is in the mail, it's just another
number to the gamete industry. Unregulated, no one keeping track of the numbers,
everybody(gamete industry, couples, donors) seals the deal and is satisfied. Except those
unborn and their future questions...who is my real daddy? Where is my biological
mother?</font><br/><font
size=-3><br/>==============================================================
==============<br/><br/></font><br/><font size=3>Re: Mixed feelings on "Donor
Unknown"</font><br/><font size=-3>Posted by Snowman - 2012/04/03 04:43</font><br/><font
size=-3>_____________________________________</font><br/><font size=-1><br/>This is
an excellent documentary (it still going on), but it has already made me a little angry: here I am
sitting on the couch in the middle of the night, at my home in Helsinki Finland, with the tv open
and a lap-top on... and all of a sudden I start concentrating in to this film. What the hell?? This
sounds like a big accident! <br/>I think every child has the right to know their biological father.
<br/>If I would not know who my dad was, I would be very pissed to my mom. Thank god I have
married parents, both still alive in their 80's. <br/>Somehow the whole sperm-donor industry
gives me the creeps...  <br/>The moms are very selfish when accepting sperm from someone
who's identity will never be revealed to the child.</font><br/><font
size=-3><br/>==============================================================
==============<br/><br/></font><br/><font size=3>Re: Mixed feelings on "Donor
Unknown"</font><br/><font size=-3>Posted by yohananw - 2012/04/14 16:31</font><br/><font
size=-3>_____________________________________</font><br/><font size=-1><br/>(1) A
thought provoking documentary. Among connecting moments witnessed is when LuEllen gives
Jeffrey a photo from her visit to the nursing home of her biological grandfather (his late long
estranged father).  (2)  Of course this film about sperm donation can be applied to other areas
of hidden genetic family information such as closed adoption and oocyte donation as well as to
not ethical technological progress�</font><br/><font
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